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COURSEDESCRlPTlON;

Thís is a rbeorcrical-pracrícal course to study and discuss tbc relarionships among language. cultures, and
societies fmm a lingl1istic and anthropolop)cal paspc:ctive.

GENERAL OBJEClIVES:

1. Examining dífferent thcoretical approochcs tbat cxplain tbc relarionshíps among Ianguege, cultures, and
societies,

2. Developiegawareness for tcJehing-kaminga 1anguage from tbc muIti/culturnl poínr ofvíew,
3. App1yingthe theoretícal principlcs ínto a pragmatic proposal
4. Ana1yzingthe relationships among langu:Igt:.culturcs and socictics..

1 SPECIFIC OBjECI1VES:

••

L Analyzing t.hc socioIi:nguist:cproposals for t.hcintegtation of cultnre in the language classroom.
2. Inquirc the prindplcs and thcorctical assumptions tbat Ieed thc main trends in thc te;M:hing--kaminganothcr

culturc.
3. Valuíng the principIes of mu1ticulturnl cducationas an assct for Costa Rícan cducation.
4. Recognize the. rdatianship amcmgJanguage ttacbing. powe.r. equity andcultural identity,
5. Assuming a multilcultural appmach for 1anguage teschiog-leaming,
6. ~lopíng a rarionale for intcgrating cul:turc inro thc langUagc classroom.
7. Developíng specific activities :rdated 10 teachi:ng Engfish accordi:ng10a multilcuIturaI approach.
8. Descríbmg thc l-d.1tionship:>ámt.----ng !;mga¡:ge.cocíeties and cultures in ;¡wrinen wil'j.

CONTENTS:

"Our Common Cufture: A Poisonous Palagogy". "Multicuhmalism and MulticuJturaI Education", "Cultural context,
tbe key 10 comprebension", "What is Cnlmret", -EJ fenómeno multicuJtmal: Origen y fundamentos ideológicos",
Inn;rc.uIwJal diffcrcnccs and communicative approacbcs to forcign-languagc tcaching in thc third wodd", ~Languagc
a:nd thought", -Accu1turation and mmd", "Cultnre in the clsssroom", -An argument for culture arudysis in the second
Janguagc classroom", "'language a:ndcuhnre", "'I.anguage and soc:iety",""SecondcuIt:ure acqnísition", "Cuhnre, context,
and writing'. ~A prosaics of i:ntcraction: The developmenr of interactional competcnce in anotber Iaogusge", "Some
issucs in tbe tcaching of pragmaríc compcteece", "Icechiog ~ along tbc cultural fuult1inc-. "Cultural mírrors;
Materials and methods in the Efl. elassroom", -Authentic texts a:nd contexts", "Ieaching the spoken Janguage-,
"EngIish Janguage teaclling from an inte:rcultural perspective", "The etlmogrnpby of educarion", "Speech acts",
~Lítctaeyand Iírerscics",
~Mu1ticultural Schools: What. Why. and HOw".~Kcy Conccpts in Multicultural Education: Implícatíons for Tcaching.
Lcarning. and Curriculum Refnrm", -Indivídual Differences That Affi:ct Tcaching and Leamíng", "Leaming Styl.:s:
Interactions bc:tween culture and the lndivi~, "'Beymxl Leammg Styks: An Ovc::rviewof Other Key Individual
Differences', '"HlIJDaD Rdatians and MuhiculturaI Education·. "Teaching 10 Empowc:rMinorii)' Students", "Promotíng
Critica! Thi:nki:ng'".and "Coopc:rative leaming and Multicufnrral Edocanon",

1- MIfrnODOWGY:

••
DuringJessons, individuals are expected 10 activdy participate in discussions.,reading presentations, analyses,

sample-lesson demonstrations, Iectures, fiddwork or any other class OT extra-class activity. Lessons are the
opporumity te excha:nge poíms of view, to constrnct new ideas about the tapie and to answc:r the :many
qucstioosldoubts we mar bave. l.c:sson dyoamics come Erom tbe ideas. motivatioes. doubts, aspirarions or inquircs
from the individuals, based an t.hc resdmgs and on any other íníormation related 10 cultures and to the teaching of a
Janguage. The COUl'SC discussions will 5Cn'C as the base for the final pape.r and for the sample Jessan - scheduJedfor the
Iast two sessions; that:is wby it :ishighIy recommended 10attend lessons on time and willing 10Jearn - instead of being
taugbt.



As the amount of readings is more tban what a fíve-wccks-course may allow a worlóng teacber to read, the
necessity of saving time and "socializrog" tbe contenta suggests coope:rative working. That is, evcybody will read a
difkrent cbapter at the samc time, and each pccson will be in cbargc oí bdpiog thc otbers to undcrstand tbe subject as
clear as it ís, tbrough the reading presentations!!! In addíríon, wc all know bow tedious is to stay a day long doing the
same thing - listcn to a pccson spc:iking oí "'somcthing" - tbar is why my rccommendation is to prepare a mcaningEul
and parnciparivc rcading presentation. Lessons are in your hands, make them wbar you want them to belll

For thc final papcr it would be bclpfulto takc into acCOUnLthe foIlowing qucstions:

How are socíeties.Ianguages, cultures and the tcaching-lcaming procxss relatcd amoog tbemselvcs?
Haw can Janguage teachers teach cnlture in tbe:ir lessons?
Is culture teacbabk? Can teacbers teach a culrure or cultures thcy do DOtbeloog to?
How can a detcrmined assumption about 1anguagc and culrure affcct material. procedural and metbodological
ele:ctions in the Englisb toJcbing?
Is tbe tc:aching of a 1anguage and its cuItures free of or bounded to economieal, political, social. and psycboJogical
assumpt:ians?
W.b2t are some probJematic íssues related to cultures.Janguage toJcbing and communicatian?
ln what way cult:uraJ.assumptionsmigbt affect tbe p:rocess of commnnication amangpeople from diffen:nt count.ries?
ln w.hat ways cultural assumptions migbt affect t.be way we leam andspeak anot.he:r .language?

Each pccson Das to present "three reOOíng cases- 30% total. fulJowing thc recommcndations in the
metbodology. Evcty pcrson. pair, or group will have 30" to present the reading - NOBODY WIU BE AU.oWED TO
EXCEED TThr-fE.so be o:adyI For the evaluaríon purposc, we will be applyi.og the ev.iluation forros díscussed duriog
thc /ic!;t session - take fue rubrics into accountl!l

The Jesson presc:ntatian will be a 40' lessan 30% wort.h, as in school, presented in pairs. For this pUIpQSC. lDY
recomme:ndatioo is to -take advantage of your own experience as a teacher, in arder 10 plan the lessan based an tapies
you already lmow or wísh to teach from a multilcultural perspecrive - intcgrating contents form tbis COUlSC.Besídes,
we will have ten minntes 10 discuss (recommend, ask, cJarifY doubts) about t.be presentatíons, as a way to construct
kncwi~ - remember, a presematíon or a course will not make 1lS wiser teachers but leami:ng from other's
experíences and asking others for a different point of view, will get us closer to effecríve teaching-leamínglll

The final papcr is a formal paper intended to show how well you understand the subject: culture, socíetíes,
and foreign language teaching-leaming. The deadIine for the final papcr is on sep. 14; altbougb. you can band it in
beforc. Thc papcr Das to be presented in a writtcn (1O%):md m:a1 W"oIY (10%). Evc'Y pe~ml ~~~;nw.'C3O' fur al' oral
presc:ntatian - it is a good idea 10 follow the recommendatians in t.be met.hOOoIogy. HAE are a good opportunity 10
check drafts or get some help - don't miss :Fri<lays aftemoans!!! You can also send drafts at gcordoba gcnzalez
@botmaílcom

•

Readingp:resc:ntatians:
Lessan p:resc:ntatian:
Final r=r=

30% - JO'J>each one.
30%
40% - writ:ten 20%, oral p:resentation 20%.
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